PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

should take with the Nationalists in their coming, and
first, meeting. Having made a verbal explanation of
these, I handed them the following document which had
already been approved by the Council. This they were
to hand over to the Nationalist representatives.

National Council of Defence to the Nationalist Command.

We do not attempt to impose conditions. We wish
for the good of Spain that our zone shall be handed
over in the best possible circumstances, avoiding
bloodshed. We wish that the Nationalist Government
shall give facilities for the evacuation of men who
think they ought to leave, temporarily or permanently.
If this petition is granted, the surrender will be carried
out in circumstances for which there is no precedent
in all history, and which will be a wonder to the
world. The people are prepared for this surrender
to be a manifestation of cordiality which will assist
the reconstruction of Spain.

If the Nationalist Government, however strong its
reasons may be, will not agree to allow the evacuation
of the persons referred to, we must honestly inform it
that we cannot be responsible for what may happen
among the political and syndicalist organisations, in
a situation of collective fear for those men who wish
to be expatriated. Probably in spite of the prestige
and trust which the National Council of Defence has
among the people, it would lose control, with the
serious risk that there might be irreparable damage
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